Regular Board Meeting

August 17, 2009

1:30 P.M.

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the McHenry County Housing Authority was called to order by Chairman Reece at 1:40 P.M., on August 17, 2009, at the office of the Housing Authority, 1108 N. Seminary, Woodstock, Illinois. 

ROLL CALL:

Commissioners Present:
Keith Leathers, Vice Chairman  





Mary Reid                                                                             

                                                Mark Ruda





Charlene Kraus





Raquel Llinas

Commissioners Absent:
 Gary Reece, Chairman







             Scott Block

Others Present:

Julie Biel Claussen, Executive Director





Holly Lyons, Administrative Assistant





Bob Dixon, Fiscal Officer





Virginia Peschke, McHenry County Board  





Francis Gosser, Attorney

MINUTES:

Commissioner Ruda moved, seconded by Commissioner Reid to approve the corrected minutes for the July 20, 2009 regular meeting, as corrected.  The minutes were corrected as follows: The spelling of the Village of McCullom Lake was corrected.  There was unanimous approval of the motion, and Chairman Reece declared said motion carried.  

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS/ PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

Commissioner Ruda moved to adopt the financial reports.  Commissioner Reid seconded the motion.  Bob Dixon presented the financial reports. The Housing Choice Voucher Program had a positive cash flow of $10,918.04.   Public Housing had a positive balance of $1,585.95 for the month of July.  There was an additional expense for the pumping of the septic tanks in Wonder Lake.  The Cost Allocation includes an expense to repair an air conditioner for the office.  SilverTrees I has a $249.13 profit for the month, with no vacancies.  SilverTrees II had a loss of $1,030.79 this month, with two vacancies. GreenTrees had a positive positive balance this month of $1,146.31.  This report is for the first month for the DHS homeless prevention program for the transitional shelters.  The CSBG ARRA program has spent $1,743.80 in start up costs including outreach efforts at the McHenry County Fair.  The 2006 HOME program and 2007 CDBG program expenses were only for the cost allocation.  The Senior Dental program has spent $7,020.67.  There has been one shelter expense under the EFSP program and we have not spent funds under the EFSP ARRA program.  The Commissioners voted on the motion to adopt the financial reports and the motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Dixon left the meeting at 1:55 PM.  

BILLS DUE:

The legal bill in the amount of $6,212.50 was presented.  Commissioner Reid motioned to pay this bill as presented.  Commissioner Ruda seconded the motion.  There was a roll call vote and all of the Commissioners voted in favor of the motion.  The motion carried.

LEGAL MATTERS:  Mr. Gosser reported that he had worked on issues relating to 208 N. Hayes Street in Harvard, foreclosure litigation and employment matters.

CLOSED SESSION:  Commissioner Ruda made a motion to enter into closed executive session pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11) (Pending Litigation) and  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1) (Employment Matters)

PROGRAM REPORTS:

Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program: Julie Biel Claussen presented the Operating and Management Agreement between Chicago Housing Authority and McHenry County Housing Authority in connection with the Regional Housing Initiative previously approved by MCHA.  Commissioner Ruda made a motion to permit the executive director to enter into the Operating and Management Agreement with Chicago Housing Authority after the review and approval of the terms by the MCHA attorney.  Commissioner Reid seconded the motion.  The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Public Housing:  The unit on Beardsley street will be available for occupancy in mid September.  There is already a tenant selected for this unit.  Biel Claussen presented information on a new truck for the program which would be purchased through the State of Illinois purchasing program.  The Ford 250 truck would cost $19,975 after trade in of the used vehicle and with delivery.  The maintenance men had driven the same vehicle locally and it had a sticker cost of $33,000.  Commissioner Ruda made a motion to purchase the vehicle at a cost of $19,975.  Commissioner Llinas seconded the motion.  All of the Commissioners voted aye by roll call vote.  The motion passed.

LIHEAP Program:  The expenditures on this report are for the cooling program.

Weatherization Program:  The 2009 report shows completion of the 55 homes.  The 2010 report shows the 155 homes planned.  We are in the process of income verifying the applicants and auditing the homes.

CSBG Program:  This is the midpoint of the program year and we continue to spend down the funds.

Rural Development:  Biel Claussen discussed the plumbing repair needed at the SilverTrees development in connection with the flooding of units.  The project was put out to bid and only one bid was received.  Commissioner Reid made a motion to approve the bid of $3,750 to paid from project reserves.  Commissioner Ruda seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken and all of the Commissioners voted aye.  The motion passed.

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS:

CDBG Commission Report – Commissioner Ruda stated that the Commission will be holding interviews in the next couple weeks for the 2010 applications.  There are over $3,000,000 in requests with only $1.3 million available to allocate.

Senior Commission Report – Commissioner Reid stated that interviews were scheduled for last Friday and the next Friday.

Audit Bid – Biel Claussen presented the Audit bid for approval.  She explained that she had contacted other housing authorities to obtain names of auditors to send the Request for Proposal (RFP) to directly and it was published in the paper and on our website.  We only had one auditing firm submit a bid and it is the one we are currently working with.  We have not had any issues working with this firm.  Commissioner Ruda motioned to accept the bid from Hawkins, Ash and Baptie to perform auditing services for the McHenry County Housing Authority in the amount of $19,500 per year as presented in their proposal for the next three years.  Commissioner Reid seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken and all of the Commissioners voted in favor of the motion.  The motion carried.

COMMISSIONER AND PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Biel Claussen stated that she is meeting with State Representative Jack Franks’ and State Senator Pamela Althoff’s representatives in connection with the home rehabilitation project for Ms. Carol Leeper.

Commissioner Ruda made a motion to adjourn, and Commissioner Reid seconded the motion.  The Commissioners all voted aye.  The meeting adjourned at 2:55 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________         _______________________________

Julie Biel Claussen, Secretary                             Keith Leathers, Vice Chairman

