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When funding is available, McHenry County Housing Authority (MCHA) may offer short-term emergency shelter to McHenry County residents who became homeless due to circumstances beyond the household’s control such as an eviction or a foreclosure due to an economic crisis, or a natural disaster such as a fire or a flood. 

Those who became homeless due to criminal activity, controllable behavior issues such as fighting or arguing, or from being chronically unemployed when able to work full-time, are not eligible for shelter from MCHA.  Those who have been kicked out of a shelter or motel due to behavior issues, criminal activity or noncompliance with rules are not eligible for shelter from MCHA.

MCHA does not offer shelter due to seasonal shelter closings unless the applicant had to use the seasonal shelter because of circumstances that were beyond the applicant’s control.

MCHA shelter is only offered when no other appropriate shelter options are available.  Applicants must be income eligible, meet the 90-day residency requirement and other program guidelines, and have all of the required documentation listed below. 

MCHA’s emergency shelter is given in one-week increments.  All who are given shelter will also be given goals to achieve in order to receive additional weeks of shelter.  Goals are designed to alleviate or eliminate the reasons for the homelessness.  The goals must be achieved before additional weeks of shelter are given.  Those who do not achieve their goals will be denied additional weeks of shelter.  

	These documents are required for all household members applying for shelter:


· Social Security cards for all household members (written verification from the Social Security Administration will also be accepted).
· All documentation of gross income (before taxes and other deductions) for all household members for all of the entire past 90 days. (This includes wages from employment, income from “cash jobs,” TANF, Social Security, SSI, SSD, insurance compensation, unemployment compensation, child support, disability payments, pensions, etc.)  Please note that there are income limits for the shelter programs.
· Documentation of assistance from other sources (such as: Medicaid card, Link card, WIC, food pantry use, letters from family and/or friends listing type of help and amount of money given, etc.  Letters must be verifiable and they must contain the name, address and phone number (if applicable) of the letter-writer; and they must be signed and dated.

· Proof of the crisis that caused the homelessness (such as: eviction or foreclosure documents, written statements on letterhead from agencies, counselors, etc.)
· Proof of McHenry County residency for at least the past 90-days. (Must have at least two forms of identification showing continuous past 90 days residency in McHenry County such as: Driver’s License or State ID, Medicaid Cards, lease, check stubs, school registration, etc.)  Note: mail received at a McHenry County address is NOT proof of residency
