MINUTES OF THE


McHENRY COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY


January 26, 2009





The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the McHenry County Housing Authority was called to order by Chairman Reece at 1:40 on January 26, 2009, at the offices of the McHenry County Housing Authority, 1108 N. Seminary, Woodstock, Illinois.





ROLL CALL:





Commissioners Present:	Gary Reece, Chairman


				Keith Leathers, Vice Chairman


				Mark Ruda


				Mary Reid


				





Commissioners Absent:	Scott Block





Others Present:		Julie Biel Claussen, Executive Director


				Holly Lyons, Administrative Assistant


				Bob Dixon, Fiscal Officer


				Francis Gosser, Attorney


				Virginia Peschke, County Board


				Carol Leeper


				Lavone Wojtal


				Sharon Duggan


				Kevin Craver


				Kathie Porth








Minutes:  Commissioner Reid moved, seconded by Commissioner Ruda, to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2008 regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  There was unanimous approval, and Chairman Reece declared said motion carried.  Commissioner Reid moved, seconded by Commissioner Ruda to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2008 closed session, as written.  There was unanimous approval, and Chairman Reece declared said motion carried.








Commissioner Comments/Public Comments:  Chairman Reece invited the attendees from the public to address the Board of Commissioners.  Ms. Sharon Duggan spoke regarding Ms. Carol Leeper’s concerns regarding the rehab of her home through the McHenry County Housing Authority Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation program.





Financial Reports:  Commissioner Ruda motioned to approve the financial reports.  Commissioner Reid seconded the motion. Bob Dixon presented the financial reports. He noted that the Section 8 Voucher program was negative $19,398.34 caused by a 25% holdback of administrative fees by HUD.  The AHRMA bill came in 10% higher than last year.  Public Housing has typical expenses this month and a year to date positive cash flow of  $5,341.04.  The Cost Allocation shows an increase in office supplies and a decrease in the utility payments this month.  SilverTrees I has one vacancy and a year to date loss of $55.39.  We paid $9,171 for snowplowing this year.  SilverTrees II has no vacancies currently, but 5 throughout this year.  The loss for the year is $4,042.73.  GreenTrees has had 15 vacancies this year.  The interest income has reduced significantly this year.  There is a $5,094.23 year to date loss.  The only difference in the DHS is that the utilities are lower.  The Weatherization program is at 50% of the proposed activity.  The Board of Commissioners voted on the motion to approve the financial reports, and the motion carried unanimously.  Dixon left the meeting at 2:35 PM.  





Bills Due:  Julie Biel Claussen presented the bill due:  $787.50 to Francis Gosser. A motion was made by Commissioner Leathers to approve the payment of the bill. Commissioner Reid seconded the motion.  All of the Commissioners voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried.  





Legal Matters:  Frank Gosser stated that the Prairie State Legal Services matter was wrapped up.  He also is working on the agenda item 8(f), the Richmond FOIA request.





Program Reports:  Biel Claussen stated that there are 935 Housing Choice Vouchers being used, a 99% usage rate which is an increase over last month’s usage rate.  The family self sufficiency program has been completed by the last participant.  Public Housing has one vacancy.  Biel Claussen reviewed the changes to the Admissions and Continued Occupancy Plan.  Commissioner Ruda made a motion to adopt the revised Admissions and Continued Occupancy Plan.  Commissioner Reid seconded the motion.  The motion carried by unanimous vote.  The LIHEAP program has spent most of the State funding and is now spending Federal funds.  They have drawn down 60% of the available funding.  The Weatherization Program is 50% complete.  Biel Claussen presented two contractors for consideration for the Owner-Occupied Rehab program.  Tropical Environmental is a McHenry County firm that is lead paint certified and W&M Insulation.  Commissioner Reid motioned to approve Tropical Environmental and W& Insulation as approved contractors under the Owner Occupied Rehab Program.  Commissioner Ruda seconded the motion, and all of the Commissioners voted in favor of the motion.  The motion carried.  The CSBG/Homeless assistance program is currently sheltering 18 families from the fire that occurred on Main Street in McHenry.  Sue Rose was on site assisting the victims that Saturday morning.  We had an independent electrician evaluate GreenTrees and he considers the buildings safe.  The Village of Richmond sent a Freedom of Information Act request.  They are interested in the definition of disabled that is used by the Housing Authority, the application procedures and the waiting list.  They are still concerned about tenants that are younger than 55 living at the complex.  Mr. Gosser has contacted the Village attorney to discuss the federal fair housing law and will continue to follow up with this matter.  Rental Housing Support program is currently processing applications from tenants for the identified units.





Administrative Business:  CDBG Commission - Commissioner Ruda reported that there will be a  meeting on Wednesday and Biel Claussen will present the new policies for the Owner Occupied Rehab Program.  Senior Commission –Commissioner Reid had no report this month.  Biel Claussen discussed the need for a new Resident Advisory Board member.  Commissioner Reid made a motion to appoint Natalie Gonzales to the Resident Advisory Board.  Commissioner Leathers seconded the motion.  All of the Commissioners voted and the motion carried.





 Commissioner Comments/Public Comments:  Commissioner Ruda inquired about the concerns of Ms. Leeper regarding her home.  The Commissioners decided to request Ms. Leeper to put into writing what it was that she would like the Board of Commissioners to do in response to her concerns.





Commissioner Ruda made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Reid.  All of the Commissioners voted in favor of the motion.  Chairman Reece declared the meeting adjourned at 3:15 pm.  





Respectfully Submitted:




















______________________________				_____________________________


Julie Biel Claussen							Gary Reece














