RHS PROGRAM

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

 I AM ON THE MCHENRY COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY WAITING LIST, AM I AUTOMATICALLY ON THE RHS WAITING LIST?

No, you need to fill out an application specifically for the RHS program.

WILL THE PROGRAM BE FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED?  

Yes, AFTER the initial lease up we will use a waiting list, based on first come, first served.  The initial tenants will be chosen based on a lottery system.

 I AM HAPPY WHERE I AM LIVING, BUT CANNOT AFFORD IT.  CAN YOU PROVIDE RENTAL ASSISTANCE FOR ME IN MY CURRENT HOME?

No, you must be able to move to one of the preapproved units.  The initial tenants we assist will have 30 days to move to an approved unit.  If your name is chosen and you are unable to move, you will retain your spot on the waiting list until another unit becomes available.  If you already live in a preapproved unit, you may receive assistance upon approval of your landlord.

IF MY NAME IS CHOSEN IN THE LOTTERY, WILL I AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE A UNIT WITH RENTAL ASSISTANCE?

When your name is chosen, an appointment will be made for you to come into our office to complete the full application.  A criminal background check will be completed, and you will be referred to the landlord of the unit.  The landlord will have final approval, based on his criteria – he will probably check your credit and previous rental history.  If you are turned down by the landlord, you will be returned to the waiting list at the top, and referred for the next unit that becomes available.

 IF I DON’T LIKE LIVING AT THE UNIT I AM GIVEN, CAN I MOVE TO ANOTHER UNIT?

You can always move to another unit if you follow the terms of your lease, however, YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE RENTAL ASSISTANCE AT ANY OTHER UNIT.  THIS PROGRAM IS DIFFERENT FROM THE SECTION 8 HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM.

I KNOW THIS PROGRAM ONLY LASTS FOR THREE YEARS, AFTER THREE YEARS WILL I AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE A SECTION 8 HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER?

No.  You will only receive a Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher if you are on that waiting list and eligible for assistance.  We suggest that people remain on the Housing Choice Voucher waiting list even if they receive a unit through the RHS Program.

WILL THE HOUSING AUTHORITY PAY ALL OF MY RENT?

No.  You will pay rent set by the State based on your income.  Every tenant will pay at least something toward their rent and you will be responsible for paying your own utilities.

