RENTAL HOUSING SUPPORT PROGRAM INFORMATION

In 2005 the State of Illinois created a new Rental Housing Support Program (RHS Program) to provide “project-based” rental assistance for families at 30% and below of area median income.  One half of the units will be for families at 15% or below of area median income.   McHenry County Housing Authority (MCHA) received funding from Illinois Housing Development Authority that will subsidize 22 units located in McHenry Woodstock and Marengo.  

Unlike the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program the assistance will be tied to the unit; if a qualified tenant moves he or she would lose the rental assistance.   The assistance is only available for three years.  After three years there may not be rental assistance available for the tenant.

All of the tenants will pay a portion of their income for rent and will be responsible for paying the utilities.  The tenants will be responsible to the landlord for their portion of the rent and must follow the terms of their leases.

If you are interested in the program you should:

· Review the income limits to determine if you are eligible

· Obtain an application from the McHenry County Housing Authority office or the website at www.mchenrycountyhousing.org.

· Submit your application on Saturday November 15, 2008 between 9 A.M. & 1 P.M.

MCHA will accept 150 applications and then close the application process.  A lottery will be held to determine the initial participants.  If you are chosen you will be contacted and invited to come in for an income certification appointment.  You will also be subject to a criminal background check.  Applicants that are income eligible and pass the criminal background check will be forwarded to a landlord to complete their application.  The landlord may complete a credit check and past rental history review before accepting someone as a tenant.  The landlord will have the final decision if they will accept you.  If you are not accepted you will be placed back on the waiting list and your application will be forwarded to another landlord when an opening comes up.

