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Frequently Asked Questions 

2026 Housing Choice Voucher Tax Abatement Savings Program 
 
What does this program do?  
The Tax Abatement Savings Program offers a property-tax break for renting to tenants who have 
Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher assistance OR Project Based Voucher assistance through the 
McHenry County Housing Authority. 
 
Do I have to participate? 
No, the program is voluntary.  
 
How much will I save if I apply?  
The Tax Abatement Program can reduce the Equalized Assessed Valuation of the property by up 
to 19%, which lowers the tax you pay. The state law says, “The portion eligible for abatement 
shall be determined by reducing the equalized assessment value by a percentage calculated using 
the following formula: 19% of the equalized assessed value of the property multiplied by a 
fraction where the numerator is the number of qualified units and denominator is the total 
number of dwelling units located within the property.” Abatement = Equalized Assessment 
Value X 19% X (Qualified Units/Total Number of Units). Please talk to your financial adviser 
about how much the program may cut your property tax bill. 
 
How does it work? If your property qualifies, the abatement (reduction) would be reflected on 
next year’s property tax bill (2026 taxes payable in 2027). There is a 10-year maximum 
abatement per PIN. 
 
Do I have to apply each year? 
Yes, it is an annual program and it requires an annual application.  
 
The application asks for my property’s Census Tract number. What is that?  
Census Tracts are small subdivisions of a county. Their boundaries are set by the U.S. Census 
Bureau. To find your property’s Census Tract number, follow the instructions in the application 
packet that was mailed to you.  
 
I got my application back in the mail with a note that my property doesn’t qualify. Why 
was it rejected? The state law that created the Tax Abatement Program says some properties do 
not qualify because of 1) a Township’s property values and population, or 2) a Census Tract’s 
poverty rate. If your property does not qualify, we will return your check.  
 
What is the deadline to apply?  10/31/2026 
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September 1, 2026 
 
 
Dear Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher / Project Based Voucher Landlord: 
 
Enclosed please find a Housing Choice Voucher Tax Abatement Application Form.  Please note 
the following: 
 

(1) A separate application must be completed for each PIN. 
 
(2) Each application must be notarized. 

 
(3) There is a $60.00 fee per application that covers processing the application, the 

certifications by the Housing Authority, and transferring the information to the 
County Clerk, the County Tax Assessor’s office and the County Treasurer. 

 
(4) Checks should be made payable to the McHenry County Housing Authority. 

 
Please mail the completed application and $60.00 processing fee to the McHenry County 
Housing Authority, 1125 Mitchell Ct., Crystal Lake IL 60014, by October 31, 2026.  If you have 
any questions, or need additional application forms, please contact me or my Deputy Director, 
Holly Lyons. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Karen Seager 
Section 8 Coordinator 
McHenry County Housing Authority 
1125 Mitchell Ct. 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Direct Phone: 815-308-6035 
Phone: 815-338-7752 ext. 122 
Fax: 815-526-3151 
www.mchenrycountyhousing.org 
 

 
 

http://www.mchenrycountyhousing.org/
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September 1, 2026 
 
Dear Section 8 Landlord, 
 
State of Illinois legislation has granted property tax abatements to rental properties in Illinois 
when the property is located in a low-poverty area and at least one unit is leased to a Housing 
Choice Voucher Program participant. 
 
Only rental property located in eligible townships AND eligible low poverty census tracts in 
Alden, Algonquin, Burton, Coral, Dorr, Dunham, Grafton, Hartland, Hebron, McHenry, 
Nunda, Richmond, Riley, and Seneca Townships are qualified to participate.  Your property 
tax bill will show the township in which your rental property is located.  
 
Instructions to determine if your property is located in an eligible census tract: 

a. Go to the web address http://www.ffiec.gov/geocode/default.aspx 
b. Select the most current calendar year 
c. Enter the property address 
d. Select “Search” 
e. Select “Census Demographic Data” on the left side of page 
f. Click on Income Tab for the table that pops up 
g. Review the “% Below Poverty Level” (must be less than 10%)  

 
To be eligible for this program, the building must be leased to a voucher holder on January 1, 
2026.  The tax savings will affect the bill for 2026 that you receive in 2027 and reduces the 
Equalized Assessed Valuation (EAV) of your property.  The reduction of EAV can be as high as 
19%.  A formula that considers the number of Housing Voucher tenants and the total number of 
rental units calculates the actual reduction in assessment value.  Illinois law limits the Tax 
Abatement to a total of 10 tax years per property. 
 
If you are interested in applying for this reduction, please print the form which is available on the 
McHenry County Housing Authority website, www.mchenrycountyhousing.org or call the 
Housing Authority and ask for a Property Tax Abatement Application Form.  This form must be 
completed and returned to the Housing Authority by October 31, 2026.  There will be a $60 fee 
per PIN for processing the form, the certifications by the Housing Authority, and transferring the 
information to the County Clerk, the County Tax Assessor’s office, and the County Treasurer. 
 
If you have questions about this program, please call me at 815-308-6035. 
 
Sincerely, 
Karen Seager 
Section 8 Coordinator 
 

http://www.ffiec.gov/geocode/default.aspx


McHenry County
Housing Authority        

2026 APPLICATION FOR TAX ABATEMENT 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM 

RULES FOR QUALIFYING FOR THIS PROGRAM 
Under state law, Illinois property owners who rent to participants in the Housing Choice Voucher program 
(formerly known as Section 8) may receive property tax abatement (“tax savings”) in an amount up to 19% of a 
property’s Equalized Assessed Value (EAV).  The actual amount will depend upon tax rates, the state equalizer, 
a property’s EAV, and the number of units rented to voucher recipients.  In order to qualify for this tax savings 
program, a property owner must submit an application on an annual basis.   

INSTRUCTIONS:  Complete entire application.  Please print or type.  (When completed, keep a copy for your records.) 
1. TAXPAYER INFORMATION
Name of property owner: 
Mailing Address: 

   Street          City/State             Zip Code 
Contact Phone Number: 

2. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION  (A separate form must be completed for each PIN.)
Building Address: 

  Street               City/State               Zip Code 
Property Index No. (PIN) Township: 
Description/Property Type (check):      � Detached House/Town Home/Condominium           � Multi-Family Building  

Total Number of Units at this Address:__________     Total Number of Units Leased to Voucher Holders on 
 January 1st of the Taxable Year for which Applying:  __________ 

Tenant Name(s):______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify, under penalty of perjury, that all of the following information is correct: 
 I am the legal owner of the property for which I am applying for tax abatement; and
 I leased at least one rental unit to a Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) tenant at the property listed above

on January 1st of the taxable year of which I am applying; and
 All units on the above property leased to HCV tenants were in compliance with Housing Quality

Standards and all units on the above property are in substantial compliance with local building codes;
and

 All of the information on this form is accurate and is not an attempt to intentionally misrepresent the
facts in order to qualify for a monetary benefit.

Owner’s Signature: Date of Application: 
Subscribed and sworn before me this _____ day of  __________________, 2026, City of _______________________, 
County Of ________________________, State of Illinois. 

__________________________________________________ 
       Notary Public 

My Commission Expires on ___________________________, 20______.    (SEAL) 
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